
 

 

 

Talking Points for Calls to Senate Offices 

 

● [Food bank name] is concerned that the Senate bill does not adequately reinvest funds 

in the Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP), which is essential to our work to 

feed those who are food insecure and to broader efforts to close the hunger gap in our 

communities. While the 2014 Farm Bill provided an additional $205 million over ten 

years for TEFAP, enhancing our ability to feed hungry families, the current Senate bill 

invests only $105 million over ten years. This falls well short of what is needed for us to 

help hungry families in our community. 

 

● There are currently [XX] food insecure individuals in [state], and the total amount 

needed to meet their annual food budget shortfall is [$$]. Unfortunately, [YY%] of these 

individuals live in households that earn too much to qualify for food assistance from 

federal nutrition programs like SNAP. The strong Senate SNAP provisions will not help 

these [ZZ] of your constituents, as the support they receive from a food bank like ours is 

often their only source of nutritious food. TEFAP is an essential source of the food we 

provide to those families, and the insufficient TEFAP funding will regrettably reduce the 

already scarce resources available to us as we seek to feed your constituents. The 

ultimate result of this inadequate TEFAP investment will be more people struggling with 

a lack of access to food. 

○ Note, use the attached spreadsheet to fill in the state specific data noted in this 

bullet. 

 

● The TEFAP program is one of the most cost effective federal nutrition program 

reinvestments that helps low income families, children and seniors, providing 90 cents 

on the dollar in food benefits to food banks and communities in need. Without TEFAP, 

our nation’s food banks and food pantries would have to turn millions more families 

away each year. Almost one in five meals distributed by all local hunger-relief agencies 

in 2017 was moved, stored, and served because of TEFAP, which is a cornerstone of the 

food supply for our national network of food banks. 

 

● We appreciate the Senate Agriculture Committee’s bipartisan approach to the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) in your draft of the Farm Bill. The 

scale of the SNAP program is far greater than that of the charitable food assistance 

network, providing 12 meals for every one meal a Feeding America food bank like ours 

provides. We are heartened by the SNAP provisions and look forward to the Senate 

adequately funding TEFAP to ensure the strongest Farm Bill that protects and 

strengthens critical federal nutrition programs. 
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