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2018 FARM BILL  
TALKING POINTS 

Note: This document was prepared based on the release of the House Farm Bill, on April 12, 
2018 but prior to release of an official cost of the provisions from the Congressional Budget 
Office. We will update this document as we review the bill text and have further details on the 
impact of the bill’s provisions.  

Key Topline Points 

• The food bank is deeply concerned about the House Agriculture Committee’s Farm Bill
legislation released April 12. The bill’s severe cuts to the SNAP program through
burdensome and unnecessary work time limits and restrictions on eligibility will lengthen
the lines at our pantries, soup kitchens, and other sites that serve hungry people.

• The deep cuts to SNAP will negatively impact the people we serve and increase hunger in
our community, and our food bank will not be able to meet the additional demand. For
every meal we provide, the SNAP program is able to provide 12 meals.

• The legislation would make significant changes to SNAP that shift funds into administrative
programs, place additional burdens on state agencies, and create more government
bureaucracy. The impact of this would be to take SNAP away from low-income working
people with children, making it harder for working parents to participate in SNAP.

• The House Farm Bill proposal mandates changes to SNAP work requirements that will
impact children and seniors.  The changes show little understanding of the challenges
parents face because of costly childcare and unstable work hours.

• The House Agriculture Committee held 21 hearings on the SNAP program, yet this bill does
not reflect the testimony the Committee heard from more than 60 experts, program
participants and government officials over two years. The committee should be held
accountable by the House rejecting this bill.

• We want to see a strong Farm Bill that protects the hungry as well as struggling farmers and
rural communities, but this bill would only worsen hunger and make it harder for children,
seniors and families to access food assistance.

• We oppose the House Farm Bill as written and we urge you to oppose the bill as well.
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Additional Talking Points 

Feeding America and Hunger in the U.S. 

• Food is an inherent right, and no one ought to go hungry in a country as rich in resources as
the United States. Hunger prevents individuals from being able to work at their best level,
concentrate, and learn.  It also adversely impacts their overall health.

• The Feeding America network is the nation’s largest charitable response to hunger. Our
network of 200 food banks and 60,000 community agencies work together with corporate
partners and in longstanding successful public/private partnerships to assist more than 46
million people a year, including 12 million children and 7 million seniors.

• According to Feeding America’s Map the Meal Gap 2017 report, 1 in 8 individuals in the
United States, and 1 in 6 children, are food insecure. All told, 42 million people, including 13
million children, live in households without consistent access to adequate food, and the
need among people who remain food insecure continues to rise.

• The average amount of additional money needed by food insecure individuals to meet their
food needs has increased to over $900 per year, or more than $3,600 for a family of four.

• These families are forced to make unthinkable tradeoffs every day due to a lack of resources,
with 69% reporting having to choose between food and utilities, and 66% having to choose
between food and medical care.

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

• This reality facing so many of our neighbors across the country suggests the need for 
modern policy changes that increase the support available through the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), the cornerstone of federal nutrition assistance, which 
provides food resources to more than 40 million Americans each year.

• Lawmakers should be looking to expand the federal investment in SNAP, one of the most
efficient and effective federal programs that reduces hunger and helps millions of families
lift themselves out of poverty.  SNAP improves education and health outcomes while
reducing healthcare costs.  SNAP supports an increasing number of working families in low-
paying jobs and incentivizes workforce participation.

• Regrettably, rather than increasing the support provided by SNAP, the House bill would take
away a vital nutrition lifeline for millions of Americans, by limiting the assistance available to
parents with school-aged children, as well as adults who continue to seek employment.
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• The House measure also proposes additional changes to the SNAP program that would
further reduce the food assistance available to hungry individuals and families across the
country. Specifically, we oppose any changes that would further restrict access to the SNAP
program, limit the food choices available to SNAP households, or curtail the availability of
nutrition education and other resources that help SNAP participants better meet the needs
of their families.

• SNAP provides 12 meals for every 1 meal made available through Feeding America’s food
banks.  Our network, while providing critical support for those in need, cannot meet the
increased demand that will result from these changes.  Food banks and agency partners will
have to turn people away or scale back the support they are able to provide in their
communities.

• SNAP is the clearest and most important demonstration of our nation’s commitment that
none of our neighbors should go hungry, and we should not turn our backs on people when
they are most in need of help.

The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) 

• Our nation’s food banks receive food from a variety of sources, including TEFAP, retail store
donations, manufacturing donations, produce, and purchased food.  While SNAP is the
cornerstone of the federal response to hunger, TEFAP is essential to the work that food
banks do every day by providing nutritious pantry staples, protein, and fruits and vegetables
to augment donated and purchased food.

• Last year TEFAP provided around 600 million meals to individuals through the Feeding 
America network.  The additional funding provided to TEFAP in the last farm bill has been 
a critical part of our work to address hunger.

• We support funding TEFAP at $350 million a year for food purchases and $100 million per
year for storage and distribution to ensure that food banks do not see a drop in TEFAP food
in the next farm bill.

Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP) 

• Seven million seniors in the United States live in households without consistent access to
adequate food.

• The Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP) currently provides a vital lifeline to
some of those seniors most in need through the distribution of nearly 730,000 nutritious
food packages each month in 49 states, the District of Columbia, and 3 Indian Tribal
Organizations.
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• CSFP is often a program of last resort for seniors who qualify for no other form of nutrition
assistance, and by providing for delivery of food packages, the program plays a crucial role in
ensuring that even people who are homebound have their nutrition needs met.

Other priorities 

• We support a farm bill that keeps the agriculture, nutrition, and conservation titles together,
as the programs funded across the farm bill provide resources to help strengthen
communities and people in need nationwide and help ensure we can reach our potential to
produce enough food to address hunger and food insecurity.

• In addition, many food banks partner with the ag and food industries to ensure that excess
food is donated to people in need, and the farm bill can further facilitate the donation of
food communities in need. One way to do this is the creation of a federal “Farm to Food
Bank” program, and we urge the establishment of such a program in the farm bill.

• Food donation programs cannot take the place of strong funding for federal nutrition
programs but strengthening policies that help ensure we are good stewards of the food we
produce and grow helps provide critical additional support to individuals.


