
Feeding America Farm Bill Conference Talking Points 

Overall 

● Feeding America urges Farm Bill conferees to support policies that help our struggling

neighbors put food on the table. Members of Congress have an opportunity to come

together and support a Farm Bill that helps food insecure individuals and families, supports

struggling rural communities, and provides certainty for our nation’s growers and food

producers.

● Feeding America and our network of 200 food banks support a Farm Bill that maximizes

investment in the Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) while protecting and

strengthening the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), both of which are

critical tools in the fight against hunger.

● We urge Congress to support the Senate-passed SNAP provisions, which protect SNAP

benefits and program access for those that need it while providing needed integrity and

work improvements. We urge Congress to support funding TEFAP at $350 million per year

to ensure food banks are able to address need in their communities, which the House-

passed Farm Bill achieves.

SNAP 

● We urge conferees to support a Farm Bill that protects SNAP benefits and program access.

The Senate SNAP language accomplishes this while making improvements to SNAP

certification for seniors and people with disabilities and investing in additional Employment

and Training pilots.

● The House Farm Bill makes indiscriminate cuts to SNAP that would leave millions of families

hungry nationwide. According to the Congressional Budget Office, the House Farm bill

would result in a net loss of 9.2 billion meals over ten years – even after considering the

positive investments in TEFAP and SNAP.

● SNAP provides 12 meals for every 1 that the Feeding America network provides. Food banks

would not be able to make up the gap left by cutting SNAP benefits, leaving millions of

seniors, children, veterans, and the working poor with no place to turn.

TEFAP 



● According to Feeding America’s 2018 Map the Meal Gap report and data published by 
USDA, 41 million people in our country are food insecure, and the total amount needed to 
meet their annual food budget shortfall is a staggering $21 billion.  Unfortunately, nearly 16 
million of these individuals live in households that earn too much to qualify for food 
assistance from SNAP. For many of these individuals and families, food banks are often 

their only resource for food assistance. TEFAP is an essential resource for food banks as we 

work to feed those in our community who are hungry and have nowhere else to turn for 

assistance.

● To ensure that Feeding America food banks can meet the need for food assistance, we urge

the House and Senate to provide $350 million per year for TEFAP food purchases in the

Farm Bill. The House Farm Bill provides this level of requested funding and we urge

Congress to adopt the House TEFAP language in the conference agreement.

● TEFAP is the cornerstone of the food supply for our national network of food banks. It is one

of the most cost-effective federal nutrition program reinvestments that helps low-income

families, children and seniors, providing 90 cents on the dollar in food benefits to food

banks and communities in need.

● Without TEFAP, our nation’s food banks and food pantries would have to turn away millions

more families each year. Approximately one in five meals distributed by all local hunger-

relief agencies in 2017 was moved, stored, and served because of TEFAP.


