


SECTION III
NATIONAL STATISTICS ON 
HUNGER AND POVERTY IN 

AMERICA



UNEMPLOYMENT, 2005 49

STATES WITH HIGHEST RATES STATES WITH LOWEST RATES

STATES RANKED BY LOWEST TO HIGHEST UNEMPLOYMENT RATES

STATE BY STATE RANKINGS
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POPULATION IN POVERTY, 2005 6
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FOOD INSECURITY, 2003-2005 11
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Individuals in Poverty:  
DeNavas-Walt, Carmen, Bernadette D. Proctor, and Cheryl Hill Lee, U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population 
Reports, P60 -231, Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2005, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, DC, 2006.

Unemployed Persons: 
The Employment Situation: December 2006.  U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, January 2007. 

Food Insecure Individuals: 
Nord, Mark, Margaret Andrews, Steven Carlson, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Economic Research Service, ERR-
29, Household Food Security in the United States, 2005.

Food Stamp Participation: 
Food Stamp Program Participation and Costs Fiscal Year 2006 (preliminary), U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food 
and Nutrition Service. 

TANF Participation: 
TANF: Total Number of Recipients Fiscal Year 2006, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administra-
tion for Children & Families

Individuals Served: 
Hunger in America 2006, America’s Second Harvest—The Nation’s Food Bank Network, Table 4.2.1, March 2006.

NATIONAL POVERTY INDICATORS

36.9

25.3

2.2

26.7

35.2

6.8

NUMBER OF PERSONS (IN MILLIONS)

Individuals in Poverty (2005)

Unemployed Persons (December 2006)

Food Insecure Individuals (2005)

Average Monthly Individual Food Stamp Participation (FY 2006)

Average Monthly Individual TANF Participation (FY 2006)

Individuals Served within the America’s Second Harvest Network (2005)

25,300

2,168

26,736

35,128

6,800

36,950

NATIONAL HUNGER AND POVERTY GRAPHS AND CHARTS



Hunger in America 2006; Table 5.3.2

URBAN
57.4%

SUBURBAN/RURAL
42.6%

WHERE HUNGRY AMERICANS LIVE 
(Adult Clients Interviewed at America’s Second Harvest Emergency Food Providers)

AGE OF ALL MEMBERS OF CLIENT HOUSEHOLDS 
(Adult Clients Interviewed at America’s Second Harvest Emergency Food Providers)

18-64
53.6%

0-17
36.4%

65 AND OVER
10.0%

Hunger in America 2006;  Table 5.2.1



FULL-TIME
14.6%

PART-TIME
13.2%

UNEMPLOYED
72.2%

CURRENT EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF ALL ADULTS 
IN CLIENT HOUSEHOLDS 
(Adult Clients Interviewed at America’s Second Harvest Emergency Food Providers)

Hunger in America 2006; Table 5.7.2

HIGHEST EDUCATION LEVEL ATTAINED 
(Adult Clients Interviewed at America’s Second Harvest Emergency Food Providers)

Hunger in America 2006; Table 5.5.1

COMPLETED HIGH SCHOOL OR
EQUIVALENT DEGREE

36.9%

LESS THAN HIGH SCHOOL
37.5%

COMPLETED COLLEGE OR HIGHER
5.3%

SOME COLLEGE/
TWO-YEAR DEGREE

16.8%

COMPLETED NONCOLLEGE
BUSINESS/TRADE/
TECHNICAL SCHOOL

3.6%
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HOUSEHOLD INCOME FOR THE PREVIOUS MONTH 
(Adult Clients Interviewed at America’s Second Harvest Emergency Food Providers)

30.3%
0% - 50%

4.0%
101% - 130%

6.2%
186% OR HIGHER

10.5%
UNKNOWN

34.5%
51% - 100%

7.5%
130% - 185%

ANNUAL CLIENT HOUSEHOLD INCOME FOR 2005 
AS A PERCENTAGE OF THE FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL 
(Adult Clients Interviewed at America’s Second Harvest Emergency Food Providers)

Hunger in America 2006; Table 5.8.4.1

Hunger in America 2006; Table 5.8.2.1
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Elderly 
Poverty

Food 
Insecurity

Very Low Food 
Security

Childhood 
Poverty

Percent
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Unemployment

Poverty, Hunger and Program Participation Information

United States

DEMOGRAPHICS

Total Estimated Population, 2005 1

Percent of Population < Age 5, 2005 1

Percent of Population < Age 18, 2005 1

Percent of Population ≥ Age 65, 2005 1

Per Capita Income per Person, 2005 2

Three-Year Average Median Household Income, 2003 - 2005 3

Unemployment Rate, December 2006 4

POVERTY
Percent of Persons in Poverty (3-Year Average), 2003 - 2005 5

Number (Percent) of Persons in Poverty Below 100% of Poverty, 2005 6

Number (Percent) of Persons in Poverty Below 135% of Poverty, 2005 7

Number (Percent) of Persons in Poverty Below 150% of Poverty, 2005 7

Number (Percent) of Persons in Poverty Below 185% of Poverty, 2005 8

Number (Percent) of Children < Age 18 Below 100% of Poverty, 2005 9

Number (Percent) of Elderly ≥ Age 65 Below 100% of Poverty, 2005 10

Food Insecurity Rate (low and very low food security), 2003 - 2005 11

Food Insecurity Rate (low and very low food security), 2002 - 2004 12

Very Low Food Security Rate (food insecure with hunger), 2003 - 2005 11

Very Low Food Security Rate (food insecure with hunger), 2002 - 2004 12

FOOD INSECURITY

Note: All data is the most current at time of press.

288,378,137
7.0%

25.4%
12.1%

$34,586
$46,037

4.5%

12.6%
36,950,000 (12.6%)
55,075,000 (18.8%)
63,077,000 (21.5%)
82,313,000 (28.1%)
12,896,000 (17.6%)
3,603,000 (10.1%)

11.4%
11.4%
3.8%
3.6%

COMPARATIVE DASHBOARD

5.15.5

2004 2005

12.612.7

17.617.8

10.19.8
12.113.2

3.7 3.7
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Food Rescue Organization

Food Bank
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FEDERAL PROGRAM PARTICIPATION

FSP Number of Persons Participating, October 2005 13 
FSP Number of Persons Participating, October 2006 (preliminary) 13

FSP Average Monthly Participation, FY 2006 (preliminary) 14

Percent Change in Individual Average FSP Participation
	 from October 2005 to October 2006 (preliminary) 13 
FSP Average Monthly Benefit per Person, FY 2006 (preliminary) 15

FSP Average Monthly Household Benefit, FY 2006 (preliminary) 16

National Food Stamp Participation Rate among Eligibles, FY 2004 17

Estimated Total Economic Activity from a 5% Increase in 
	 FSP Participation among Eligibles, FY 2004 18

Total Federal Spending on FSP, FY 2006 (preliminary) 19     

THE EMERGENCY FOOD ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (TEFAP)

USDA TEFAP Deliveries to all States in Pounds, FY 2006  (preliminary) 20

Federal Allocation for Storage and Distribution, FY 2007 21

Federal Allocation for Entitlement Purchases, FY 2007 21

Total Value of Bonus Commodities Delivered, FY 2006  (preliminary) 20

TEFAP Household Income Eligibility Criteria as a Percentage 
               of Poverty, FY 2007 22

Number of Persons Participating in CSFP, FY 2005 23  
Number of Persons Participating in CSFP, FY 2006 (preliminary) 23 
Total Value of CSFP Commodities Delivered, FY 2006 (preliminary) 24

Total Number of Pounds of CSFP Commodities Delivered, FY 2006 (preliminary) 24 
Total Federal Spending on CSFP, FY 2006 (preliminary) 24

COMMODITY SUPPLEMENTAL FOOD PROGRAM (CSFP)

FOOD STAMP PROGRAM (FSP)

TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE FOR NEEDY FAMILIES (TANF)

Average Monthly Number of Persons Participating in TANF, FY 2004 25

Average Monthly Number of Persons Participating in TANF, FY 2005 26

Percent Change in TANF Participation, FY 2004 - FY 2005 27

Average Maximum Monthly Benefit for a Family of 3 (no income), FY 2003 28

NSLP Average 9 Month Participation, FY 2005 29

NSLP Average 9 Month Participation, FY 2006 (preliminary) 29

NSLP Free and Reduced-Price Total Participation, FY 2006 (preliminary) 30

Percentage of Free and Reduced-Price Lunches, FY 2006 (preliminary) 30

Number of Schools Participating in the NSLP, FY 2006 (preliminary) 30

Total Federal Spending on NSLP, FY 2006 (preliminary) 30

NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM (NSLP)

SCHOOL BREAKFAST PROGRAM (SBP)

SBP Average 9 Month Participation, FY 2005 31

SBP Average 9 Month Participation, FY 2006 (preliminary) 31

SBP Free and Reduced-Price Total Participation, FY 2006 (preliminary) 32

Percentage of Free and Reduced-Price Breakfasts, FY 2006 (preliminary) 32

Total Federal Spending on SBP, FY 2006 (preliminary) 32

SFSP Participation (average daily attendance), FY 2005 33

SFSP Participation (average daily attendance), FY 2006 (preliminary) 33

Number of States Qualified to Participate in SSFP,  
	 Formerly the Lugar Pilot Program 34

Total Number of SFSP Sponsors, FY 2006 (preliminary) 35

Total Number of SFSP Sites, FY 2006 (preliminary) 35

Total Federal Spending on SFSP, FY 2006 (preliminary) 35

SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM (SFSP)

Note: Federal Fiscal Year is October through September.
Note: All data is the most current at time of press.

27,678,499
26,294,464
26,735,662

-5.0%
$94.04

$213.87
60%

$2,482,000,000
$32,816,807,720

444,732,315
$56,955,377

$130,896,133
$118,986,320

States Set Criteria

512,433
463,124

$108,649,399
169,227,065

$137,342,864

4,782,639
4,555,755

-4.74%
$418.00

29,645,142
30,031,471
17,666,538

59.34%
101,557

$8,171,572,574

9,369,653
9,765,304
7,911,640

81.25%
$2,036,752,143

 1,944,647
 1,903,871

27
3,747

30,552
$268,396,514



*America’s Second Harvest Fiscal Year is July 1 through June 30.
** Includes pounds purchased with FEMA, SNAP and local grant funding.
Note: All data is the most current at time of press.

WIC Participation, FY 2005 36

WIC Participation, FY 2006 (preliminary) 36

Average Monthly Number of Women Participating, FY 2006 (preliminary) 37

Average Monthly Number of Infants Participating, FY 2006 (preliminary) 37

Average Monthly Number of Children Participating, FY 2006 (preliminary) 37

WIC Average Monthly Benefit per Person, FY 2006 (preliminary) 38

Total Federal Spending on WIC, FY 2006 (preliminary) 37

SPECIAL SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION PROGRAM FOR WOMEN, 
INFANTS, AND CHILDREN (WIC)

CACFP Average Daily Attendance, FY 2005 39

CACFP Average Daily Attendance, FY 2006 (preliminary) 39

Number of Participating Child Care Centers, FY 2006 (preliminary) 40

Total Federal Spending on CACFP, FY 2006 (preliminary) 40

CHILD AND ADULT CARE FOOD PROGRAM (CACFP)

Percentage of Persons Covered by Some Type of Health Insurance, 2005 41

Percentage of Elderly with Medicare Coverage, 2005 41

Percentage of Children < Age 18 Covered by Government Health Insurance, 2005 41

HEALTH INSURANCE

Federal Minimum Wage Rate, 2006 42

Number of States with a State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) 43

Number of States without a State Food Sales Tax Rate, 2006 44

Number of LIHEAP Assisted Households, FY 2003: 45

                  Heating
                  Cooling
                  Winter/Year-Round Crisis
                  Summer Crisis
                  Weatherization

ECONOMIC POLICIES

8,022,615 
8,087,415
2,022,730
2,076,414
3,986,310

$37.15
$5,039,153,978

3,107,009
3,047,203

46,952
$2,147,309,145

84.1%
95.0%
29.7%

$5.15
21
30

4,424,100
493,694

1,142,314
71,360

111,000

25,300,000
4,500,000

36.4%
10.0%
68.0%
12.0%
35.0%
36.0%

$750
42.0%
35.0%
32.0%

NATIONAL PROGRAM PARTICIPATION

Annual Estimated Number of Clients Served
Weekly Estimated Number of Clients Served
Percentage of Clients Who Are Children
Percentage of Clients Who Are Elderly
Percentage of Households below Poverty during Previous Month
Percentage of Clients Who Are Homeless
Percentage of Client Households That Receive Food Stamps
Percentage of Households with at least One Employed Adult
Median Monthly Income of Client Households
Percentage of Households That Made the Choice between Food and Utilities
Percentage of Households That Made the Choice between Food and Housing
Percentage of Households That Made the Choice between Food and Health Care

HUNGER IN AMERICA 2006 NATIONAL FINDINGS 46 

Number of Member Food Banks, 2007
Number of Member Food-Rescue Organizations, 2007
Pounds of Donated Product Distributed by Members, FY 2006
Pounds of Product Purchased by Members, FY 2006**
Number of Pounds of Fresh Produce Received by Members, FY 2006

Organization Name
Organization Website

NETWORK MEMBER(S)* 47

CHARITABLE PROGRAM PARTICIPATION

195
11

2,169,425,896
226,719,274
292,942,789

America’s Second Harvest—The Nation’s Food Bank Network
www.secondharvest.org


