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A LETTER FROM OUR  
CHIEF DEVELOPMENT OFFICER

“My ex-husband was abusive to my daughters and me. 
He kept me from working and accessing money, so it 
was hard to leave, but I was finally able to do it.

At first, I was scared that I might not be able to feed 
my family. When we were suffering from abuse, food 
was withheld from us and we often didn’t get enough. 
I didn’t want my children to feel like that again, even if 
it was for different reasons. Thankfully, a friend told me 
about a local food pantry, and it’s been one of the best 
things that’s ever happened to us. Every month, we go 
to the pantry and get meats, fresh vegetables, pasta 
and more. 

We are survivors. Solina, who is 13, wants to be a nurse 
when she grows up, and Zoe, who is 11, is passionate 
about becoming an animator. The food pantry and 
other sources of support have truly helped us leave the 
past behind and move forward with our dreams.”

SERVING STRUGGLING 
COMMUNITIES TOGETHER
As we look back 
on 2017 and move 
into a new year, 
I’m heartened 
by the incredible 
compassion of 
people like you. 
Last year, our 
nation’s endurance 
was tested in many 
ways, yet Feeding 
America was able 
to move forward with conviction and provide more 
meals than ever before because of your generosity. 

Your support is enabling Feeding America to provide 
more than $20 million in grants to food banks 
impacted by recent hurricanes. These funds will provide 
struggling communities with the nourishment they 
need to heal and rebuild. 

As you can see, your empathy for families facing 
hunger plays a critical role in our work. You make it 
possible for Feeding America to offer food and supplies 
to people as they face unimaginable obstacles—
including natural disasters. Together, we strengthen 
communities not only in the immediate aftermath of a 
crisis, but also over the long term through the Feeding 
America nationwide network of food banks.

Thank you for helping your neighbors in need. I look 
forward to fighting hunger together in 2018.

Kind regards,
 

Andy Wilson
Chief Development Officer
Feeding America

After fleeing abuse, Anja didn’t know how she would provide 
for her daughters, Solina and Zoe. Thanks to you, she now 
receives nutritious food and peace of mind from her local 
food pantry.
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BECAUSE OF YOU, 
FAMILIES LIKE ANJA’S  
ARE GAINING STRENGTH

“The food pantry and other 
sources of support have truly 
helped us leave the past  
behind and move forward  
with our dreams.”
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Meals by source are compared to the same quarter last year.
A meal from Feeding America is 1.2 pounds of product, based on USDA guidelines.
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FROM JULY THROUGH SEPTEMBER 2017

YOU HELPED PROVIDE MORE THAN

FOR PEOPLE FACING HUNGER
ONE BILLION

MEALS

ACCORDING TO MAP THE MEAL GAP 2017, COMMUNITIES IMPACTED BY HURRICANES HARVEY, 
IRMA AND MARIA HAD SOME OF THE HIGHEST POPULATIONS OF PEOPLE AT RISK OF HUNGER 
IN AMERICA EVEN BEFORE THE STORMS HIT. BECAUSE OF YOU, FEEDING AMERICA IS HELPING 
PROVIDE MEALS IN THESE DEVASTATED REGIONS.

DID YOU KNOW?

FEEDING AMERICA HELPS PROVIDE MEALS  
TO PEOPLE IN NEED FROM SEVEN SOURCES:

SNAP MEALS 
SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program) meals enabled  
by our SNAP referral and application 

assistance programs.

EMERGING RETAIL  
DONATIONS 

Donations from restaurants,  
hotels and convenience stores.

PURCHASED FOOD 
Groceries bought from 

manufacturers and distributors 
to fill donation gaps.

FRESH PRODUCE 
Donations from farmers  

and growers.

MANUFACTURING  
DONATIONS 

Donations provided by  
manufacturing companies.

FEDERAL COMMODITIES 
Food provided by  

government programs.

RETAIL DONATIONS 
Donations provided by 

grocery  
and retail companies.

5.3%
59M
SNAP 
MEALS 

http://map.feedingamerica.org


HELPING HEALTH 
CARE PROVIDERS 
IDENTIFY HUNGER

Many people do not know the 
extent of the hunger problem 

in America, and some health care professionals 
are unsure of how to identify patients struggling 
with hunger. Feeding America and Humana 
recently worked together to develop a food 
insecurity screening toolkit. The toolkit is 
designed to support health care providers as 
they assess patients for food insecurity and 
connect people who are food insecure with  
food banks, food pantries and other 
organizations providing healthy meals.

ACCESSING  
MORE DAIRY  
AND PROTEIN 

Feeding America is helping 
provide more dairy and 

protein to families in need, as many people 
facing hunger do not get the nutrients their 
bodies need. Since July, we have sourced over 
20% more dairy-rich food, such as milk and 
yogurt, and 16% more protein-rich food, such 
as poultry and seafood, compared to the same 
period last year.

Special thanks to Perdue, Smithfield Farms and 
Tyson for donating millions of pounds of valuable 
protein and to Dairy Marketing Inc. for partnering 
with us to access more dairy products for the 
people we serve.
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THE IMPACT OF YOUR GENEROSITY
Feeding America’s recent achievements were fueled by you. Through supporting our 
mission, you helped us source more nutritious food, advocate for anti-hunger policies 
and work to improve the health of people in need. Thank you for helping struggling 
families so they don’t need to choose between having a warm home and full  
cupboard this winter.

In America, 20 billion pounds of 
fruits and vegetables are wasted 
on farms every year. Feeding 
America is dedicated to rescuing 
food from going to waste with 
your support. Last year, we 
sourced nearly 1.5 billion pounds 
of fresh produce for people 
struggling with hunger, an increase 
of 17% over the previous year.

https://hungerandhealth.feedingamerica.org/resource/food-insecurity-screening-toolkit/


THE JUSTIN J. WATT FOUNDATION: 
INSPIRING SUPPORT FOR HURRICANE  
HARVEY RELIEF EFFORTS
JJ Watt, an NFL player for the Houston Texans, set a goal of raising $200,000  
for disaster relief efforts in Houston and the surrounding areas in the wake of 
Hurricane Harvey. Thanks to the generosity of over 200,000 donors, his invitation 
to give raised a staggering $37 million to help provide food, rebuild homes, restore 
child-care centers and address health needs. 

Feeding America is a grateful 
beneficiary of a portion of the funds 
raised. Because of JJ’s efforts, network 
members including the Houston Food 
Bank, Coastal Bend Food Bank (Corpus 
Christi, TX), Food Bank of the Golden 
Crescent (Victoria, TX) and Southeast 
Texas Food Bank (Beaumont, TX) 
will receive funds to support food 
distribution, mobile pantries and food 
pantry capacity building.

We are very thankful for JJ’s leadership 
in this initiative and for the incredible 
outpouring of support that his 
generosity inspired.
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ADVOCATING FOR A 
STRONG FARM BILL

Feeding America is fighting 
to strengthen federal nutrition 
programs in the next Farm Bill. 

In November, we held a special briefing on Capitol 
Hill to highlight innovations related to hunger 
relief and the Farm Bill. Former First Lady Dorothy 
McAuliffe of Virginia, representatives from major 
companies and network members spoke at the 
event. Our staff in Washington, D.C. are also helping 
food banks develop and measure the effectiveness 
of their local Farm Bill advocacy campaigns.

Special thanks to The Angell Foundation for 
supporting our advocacy efforts.

SUPPORTING OR 
IMPROVING HEALTH 
OUTCOMES

Every day, Feeding America is 
learning more about how we 

can best help people in need access nutritious 
food and manage their health. Dr. Hilary Seligman, 
Feeding America’s chief medical officer and 
lead scientist, recently co-authored a research 
study that found that participation in SNAP was 
associated with lower health care expenditures. 
Additionally, Feeding America, Community 
Catalyst and the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation recently partnered to offer support to 
food banks to help under- or uninsured families 
access health care coverage. 

JJ Watt visited the Houston Food Bank to support efforts to 
nourish people in need following Hurricane Harvey. 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/2653910
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THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS, WE ARE 
GROWING THE ANTI-HUNGER MOVEMENT
Feeding America’s corporate supporters are making a meaningful impact on 
hunger-relief efforts across our nation. Their motivating and inspiring anti-hunger 
campaigns help secure meals and restore hope for millions of people in need.

With support from celebrities including Andy Grammer, 
SUBWAY® restaurants helped provide 11.5 million meals 
following World Sandwich Day, November 3, beating 
the record they set last year for the single largest meal 
donation day in Feeding America’s history.

As part of The Walt Disney 
Company’s Share the Joy 
campaign, Feeding America 
and Houston Food Bank were 
featured on ABC’s “The Chew” 
to receive a $1 million donation 

from Disney that will support produce initiatives.

Bank of America’s Give A Meal program 
exceeded its goal, raising a record 55 million 
meals for people facing hunger. For every $1 
donated, Bank of America donated $2.

This summer and fall, French’s helped share 
10 million meals with Feeding America by 
calling on the public to take actions on 
social media.

TJX Companies helped provide more than 
21 million meals to families facing hunger by 
inviting customers to donate at the register  
of their local T.J. Maxx, Marshalls, HomeGoods, 
Sierra Trading Post and HomeSense stores.

ALDI and Venmo helped provide 1 million 
meals through the Friendsgiving campaign. 
Every time someone used the Turkey Hand 
Emoji using the Venmo app, ALDI donated 
$1 to Feeding America. 

Crate and Barrel helped bring 5 million 
meals to the table for people facing hunger 
by asking its customers to donate to 
Feeding America at the register and online.

BoxLunch’s 12 Days of Giving 
launched on #GivingTuesday 
and helped provide more than 
80,000 meals to Feeding 
America in partnership with 
the public and 12 YouTubers, 
including Strawburry17.



YOU ARE HELPING US MEET  
THE NEED AND END HUNGER
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YOU GAVE THE GIFT OF 
MEALS ON #GIVINGTUESDAY
Feeding America raised nearly 3 million meals on 
#GivingTuesday thanks to you. Through elevating the 
hunger issue on this global day of giving, our supporters 
helped channel healthy meals to our neighbors in need 
throughout the holiday season.

Tony Robbins. 
Donations made by people like you on #GivingTuesday had 
double the impact on families struggling with hunger thanks 
to a generous challenge gift from New York Times #1 best-
selling author, philanthropist and expert life and business 
strategist Tony Robbins.

Corporate Partners. 
Many of our corporate supporters went above and beyond 
on #GivingTuesday, taking a stand for Feeding America’s 
mission to move us closer to ending hunger. We received 
special support from Bank of America, BoxLunch, Freshly, 
HertzbergMedia, Lyft, Nielsen, PepsiCo Foundation, Produce 
for Kids and T-Mobile.

eBay Campaign. 
eBay launched their #GivingTuesday campaign by 
kicking off auctions for more than 20 celebrity prizes and 
experiences, with 100% of proceeds benefitting Feeding 
America. Celebrity participants included Leighton Meester, 
Tyler Perry and Kelvin Beachum, among others.

With support from Leighton Meester—seen here volunteering with 
Feeding America along with husband Adam Brody—and people like 
you, #GivingTuesday generated many meals for children and families 
in need.

RECOGNIZING 
INNOVATIVE 
RESEARCH
In November, Feeding America 
hosted a roundtable discussion of 
new research on food insecurity 
using data from the Map the Meal 
Gap project to help inform our 
organizational strategy and support 
our mission to end hunger. The 
research, supported by a grant 
underwritten by The Howard G. 
Buffett Foundation and awarded 
by Feeding America to academics 
from three universities, expands our 
understanding of the geographic 
distribution of food insecurity and 
its implications. Attendees included 
the grantees, as well as a diverse 
group of stakeholders, including 
representatives from Nielsen and 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
among others.

Feeding America is grateful to The 
Howard G. Buffett Foundation, 
Conagra Brands Foundation and 
Nielsen for supporting Map the  
Meal Gap.

http://map.feedingamerica.org
http://map.feedingamerica.org


Your commitment to Feeding America has 
helped many people at risk of hunger reach 
for a brighter tomorrow. Read the 2017 
Annual Report to learn more. 

Interested in connecting with other hunger-relief 
advocates? Register for the 2018 National Anti-Hunger 
Policy Conference, the nation’s largest annual anti-hunger 
conference, held February 25-27 in Washington, D.C. 

1 2
WAYS TO ENGAGE

CONCLUSION
Hunger is often hidden, but that doesn’t mean it isn’t there. Food insecurity exists in every county nationwide. It’s 
in classrooms, offices and homes throughout our country. Hunger is prevalent across America, but thanks to your 
support, we are moving closer to building a society where everyone has the nourishment they need. Thank you 
for helping us solve hunger today as we work toward ending hunger tomorrow.

35 East Wacker Drive 
Suite 2000 
Chicago, IL 60601

1627 I Street, NW 
10th Floor  
Washington, DC 20006
 
800.771.2303 
www.feedingamerica.org

Feeding America is a nationwide network of food 
banks that feeds more than 46 million people 
through food pantries and meal programs in 
communities across America and leads the nation 
in the fight against hunger.  

 
Support Feeding America and help solve hunger.
Donate. Volunteer. Advocate. Educate.

http://www.feedingamerica.org/about-us/financials/
http://www.feedingamerica.org/about-us/financials/
http://www.antihungerpolicyconference.org/registration/
http://www.antihungerpolicyconference.org/registration/
http://www.feedingamerica.org/assets/video/feeding-america-hidden-hunger.html

